
​The 7th Japan Sustainable Seafood Award (JSSA 2026)​
​Selection Guidelines​

​The Japan Sustainable Seafood Award (JSSA) recognizes initiatives that promote sustainable​
​fisheries and seafood.​
​We seek pioneers shaping the future of the industry and collaborations creating new values, and​
​share their achievements.​

​To evaluate candidate projects fairly and transparently, the JSSA 2026 selection process will​
​follow the evaluation criteria provided below.​
​Projects will be reviewed comprehensively from a range of perspectives, including sustainability,​
​social impact, innovation, and collaboration.​

​*The guidelines serve as a reference for the JSSA 2026 selection process and may change​
​without prior notice.​

​I.​ ​Overview​

​1.​ ​Outstanding initiatives that promote sustainable fisheries and seafood will be selected.​

​Japan Category​
​Of projects implemented by organizations or individuals based in Japan that have​

​positively impacted domestic industries, priority will be given to the following:​

​●​ ​Pioneers that have made groundbreaking efforts.​
​●​ ​Initiatives that have maximized their impact through collaboration across different​

​individuals, organizations or sectors (including precompetitive collaboration).​

​Asia Category​
​Of projects that have positively impacted relevant industries in a specific country/region​

​or across multiple countries/regions (including Japan) in Asia, priority will be given to the​
​following:​

​●​ ​Pioneers in the promotion of sustainable fisheries and seafood in a specific country or​
​region.​

​●​ ​​​Initiatives that have maximized their impact through collaboration across various different​
​individuals, organizations, sectors, and countries/regions (including precompetitive​
​collaboration).​

​2.​ ​Initiatives that do not directly work on seafood may be eligible, provided they clearly​
​demonstrate their relevance to seafood sustainability. Below are some examples that may​
​give you a better idea. Please note that candidate projects do not have to be limited in the​
​areas mentioned in these examples.​

​●​ ​Relevance is clear: development of fishing gear that reduces bycatch; work on​
​aquaculture feed with a low-carbon footprint for sustainable aquaculture​

​●​ ​Relevance is unclear: The initiative works on marine-debris collection but there is no​
​explanation in the statement about its relevance to seafood or fisheries.​



​3.​ ​An additional special award may be considered when relative evaluation may be difficult—for​
​example, if there are multiple outstanding projects within the same category and their only​
​substantial difference is the project implementation country or the addressed issues (e.g.,​
​gender inequality vs. ecosystem conservation)—and the final decision will be left to the​
​Selection Committee.​

​II.​ ​Elements Essential for Effective Implementation (Required of all projects)​

​1.​ ​Is/are the issue(s) clearly identified?​
​2.​ ​Are the activities in the project solving the identified issue(s)?​
​3.​ ​Does the project have concrete objectives?​
​4.​ ​Are concrete short-term goals (until project completion) set?​
​5.​ ​Is the implementation structure clear?​
​6.​ ​Does the candidate/nominator clearly articulate the project's social impact and how the​

​project has changed or can change society?​

​III.​ ​Elements that Increase the Effectiveness of the Project (Additional strengths)​

​1.​ ​How innovative or creative is the project?​
​2.​ ​Optional question in the application:​​Are medium- to long-term goals, next-stage visions​

​or other comprehensive perspectives that go beyond ongoing activities explained?​
​3.​ ​Optional question in the application:​​Are there notable strengths in terms of efforts and​

​achievements related to fisheries resources, the environment or ecosystems?​
​4.​ ​Optional question in the application:​​Are there notable strengths in terms of efforts and​

​achievements related to social issues (e.g., labor conditions or equity)?​

​IV.​ ​Any Other Outstanding Elements Identified by the Selection Committee (Additional​
​strengths)​

​Notable strengths that cannot be measured by the evaluation criteria.​

​For further information, please contact the Japan Sustainable Seafood Award Secretariat by​
​email:​​jssa-support@seafoodlegacy.com​

mailto:jssa-support@seafoodlegacy.com

