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In January 2026, following
control regulation, the ¢
catch certificate was ¢

the management of
™ catch certification s
CATCH".
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United States of America

The US introduced its own import control scheme—the
Seafood Import Monitoring Program—in 2016,
covering 1,100 species within 13 species groups that

were identified as the most vulnerable to IUU fishing
and seafood fraud.
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In 2022, Japan establi

* Squid, cuttlefish, pacific saucy, mackerel, and sardines.
!,‘. counted as one species group.
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Beneflts of Import Control Schemes
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3. Disincentivisation of human and labour rights abuses

4

5

1. Exclusion of products linked to IUU fishing

kb~

. Sustainable resource management

. Market integrity and consumer confidence Q

. Increased coordination, cooperation, and accountability % /.‘/



Effectlveness of Import Control Rules
WA BERNOFE

e Conclusion 1: Increase the likelihood of
government and industry interests aligning

W% itad

e Conclusion 2: CDS as a central component

Research and Evaluation of
Import Control Rules Designed
to Reduce lllegal, Unregulated,

e Conclusion 3: Shifts in cultural / political and Unreported Fishing
attitudes towards IUU fishing T

e Conclusion 4: Systemic approach to assessing

proficiency of exporting country fisheries

management is needed “fham 1 BUFEEXRROMNEO—BOAIREMLEEZSHD
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https://www.itad.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Walton-Family-Foundation-ICR-IUU-report.pdf
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~ Comparative Study

LR

Import control schemes in ma]or

e Updated report published on IUUWatch.eu - April 2025 sonfood mmkets: s o
H#HLAR—bF (IlUUWatch.eu, 20254F4 8 %K) o

e Key data elements (KDEs):
o Who, what, where, when, how

FET—REZ (KDEs) :

e Compares KDEs in: Who (375) . What (fT1%) . Where (£ 2C) .
o European Union (EU) When (LA D) . How (ED LSI12)
o United States PLBEH R -
BR M E & (EU)
o Japan S
i B
o Republic of Korea RRE (2E)

of—maor-seafood markets/
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17TDEET—2E% (KDEs)

17 Key Data Elements

- . Who, what, when, where, how - The baseline
Who (GEAH%) . What ({i]Z) . Where (EZT) . When (LYD) . How(ED &KSIZ)— EARIFEH

% AN LD
What Who D When
e Product type e Vessel name e Event date
e Species name - ASFIS 3-Alpha Code e Unique vessel identifier (IMO number) - ARVHE
e Estimated live weight (kg) e Vesselflag -
e Processed weight (kg) e International Radio Call Sign (IRCS) How “R£21=
e Transshipment: Declaration and e Information on exporter/re-exporter
authorisation of transshipment at sea, e Identify of import company e Fishing gear type or
IMO number and vessel master iR catch method
. . . BEALT cEMOEAFHNF (IMOES) i B OREEE - LRk
information ¢ 184 - ASFIS 3-Alphaa—F SO AR QIR B7%
- HELEEE (kg) EFREARITH £S5 (IRCS)
T « MIREE (kg M E BWEEICE T H1ER
Where . EIHAEZ MABIOBRE KA. IMOES. WEHER  BASHOBA

e Catch area (with a clear distinction between the EEZ and the high seas) .. irmmmskisenBEmECES)
e Authorisation to fish ,iﬁ;i‘#g
. KI5 5
e Port of landing ST BT
[

Processing location
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Results

The European Union

" Complied with

Needs to be strengthened

. Not complied with

Authorisation to fish
Catch area
Estimated live weight
Event date

Fishing gear

Import company
IRCS

Port of landing
Processed weight
Processing location
Product type
(Re-)exporter
Species name

Transshipment information

UVI/IMO number
Vessel flag
Vessel name

JREE . RS THEINSITOKDESDSEL 131H (77%) 2ERLTHY.
2026451 H108 LI RIEZDREITICEY 17TIHBTRT100%) IZIEKFE
T RTDRARBEKEYDEAD TR (LNDOHDHIFZERL)

T AL (202641 A BHIR)

> The EU is currently requiring 13
out of the 17 KDEs (77%)
recommended in this report but
from 10 January 2026, once the
updated legislation enters into
force, this will be improved to all
of the 17 recommended KDEs
(100%).

> All wild-caught seafood
imports (with some exceptions)

> Digitisation (January 2026)
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Results

The United States of America

Estimated live weight
IRCS

Authorisation to fish A
Transshipment information

UVI/IMO number

I Complied with
Needs to be strengthened
. Not complied with

Catch area

Event date
Fishing gear
Import company
Port of landing
Processed weight
Processing location
Product type
(Re-)exporter
Species name
Vessel flag

Vessel name

IR ARE THBEIND17TOKDESDSS 1218 H (71%) #EK
SIMP: IUUE X /KEYARIEICRBIETHESN D 13FEFEDKEY X R, BAFDOHR

ERFIVERRFEBERTE

> The US currently requests 12
out of the 17 KDEs (71%)
recommended in this report.

> SIMP establishes reporting and
record-keeping requirements for
imports of seafood products for
the 13 types of seafood
identified as the most vulnerable
to IUU fishing and/or seafood
fraud.



Results

Japan

Port of landing

Fishing gear

IRCS /

Species name
UVI/IMO number

I Complied with
Needs to be strengthened
- Not complied with

Authorisation to fish
Catch area

Estimated live weight
Event date

Import company
Processed weight
Processing location
Product type
(Re-Jexporter
Transshipment information
Vessel flag

Vessel name

IR, ARG THEIND1TOKDESD S5 1215 H (71%) #EK
BAASINDAH-a94H, Y7 (Cololabis spp.) . H/3(Scomber spp.) . 17

(Sardinops spp.) &%t %

2024 FDHEREL ICKY . AN—IEKRDE—FELHRMENFESNT-

> Japan currently requests 12
out of the 17 KDEs (71%)
recommended in this report.

> Covers imported squid and
cuttlefish, Pacific saury
(Cololabis spp.), Mackerel
(Scomber spp.) and Sardine
(Sardinops spp.).

> Following a review of the
system in 2024, candidate
species for the first round of
coverage expansion were
identified.



Results

Republic of Korea

Authorisation to fish

Catch area > As of October 2024, the
Estimated live weight . .
e e Republic of Korea is currently
lFishing gear requiring all 17 KDEs (100%)
mport company . .
IRCS recommended in this report
Port of landing
Processed weight . .
Processing location > Covers |mported paC|f|c saury,
Product type
(ReJexporter bobo croaker and longneck
Species name croaker caught by vessels over
Complied with Transshipment information
O UVI/IMO number 20 tons
Needs to be strengthened Vessel flag
. Not complied with Vessel name

202410 AF R ARG THREIN S 1TOKDEST R T(100%) #EK
20b UL EDBEMTRESN-BAY LT, VO F, FaoE o ZAERE



RFMO & CCAMLR Catch Documentation Schemes

lement (KDE)

Key dat 1oTc Additional Information
(Statistical
Document)

Vessel name

EU: requests an IMO number and, if it is not applicable,
another unique vessel identifier, if applicable.

US: requests a UVI when available.

Japan: IMO number or Lloyd's Register number required
if issued.

CCAMLR: the option to provide an IMO number is
provided, but not mandatory.

Unique vessel identifier
{IMO number)

Vessel flag

International Radio Call Sign

{IRCS) Japan: call sign required if issued.

Information on exporter /

re-exporter ICCAT: only requests company name

Identity of import company

WHAT

Product type

Species name - ASFIS Japan: requires HS code of product, not ASFIS 3-Alpha
3-Alpha Code code

ICCAT: ICCAT requests "Total weight” and "Average
weight".

CCSBT: requests the net weight

10TC: requests the net weight.

Estimated live weight (kg)

ICCAT, CCSBT, CCAMLR and |OTC require the net
weight of harvested or processed products to be re-
exported from the territory of a contracting party where
it has previously been imported.

Processed weight (kg)

EU: bans all transshipment at sea
US: does not request vessel master information.

Japan: IMO number or Lloyd's Register number only
required if issued.

CCSBT: does not require IMO number in the declaration.

Transshipment: Declaration
and authorisation of
transshipment at sea, IMO
number and vessel master
information

Event date

Catch area (better defined
with a clear distinction

between the EEZ and the
high seas)

CCSET, ICCAT and 10TC: require the name of their own
catch areas, which does not always distinguish between
the EEZ and the high seas.

Authorisation to fish US: required if available.

Port of landing

Processing location

EU ing gear must be indicated.

Japan: required fishing license number and licensed
fishing method. This isn't as specific as the US which
requires the fishing gear type specifically.

Fishing gear type or
catching method




The Need for Harmonisation
Mo EH

Why harmonisation matters

Despite progress, there's a growing risk of creating a patchwork of incompatible
F systems. As more countries introduce catch documentation schemes, which are

increasingly digitised, diverging standards can lead to confusion, enforcement
gaps, impeded interoperability and exploitation by bad actors. Without
harmonisation, these systems are at risk of falling short—allowing lUU-caught
seafood to slip through the cracks.
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United Kingdom x5z

Port of landing | Authorisation to fish
| Catch area

Estimated live weight

Fishing gear Event date

IRCS /

Species name
UVI/IMO number

Import company
Processed weight
Processing location

Product type
. ) (Re-)exporter
. Complied with Transshipment information
Needs to be strengthened Vessel flag
. Not complied with Vessel name



Australia +—xrsy7

Table 1 Proposed key data elements

Category Key data elements Australia EU us Japan

Who Vessel name Required Required Required Required
Unique vessel identifier or IMO Conditional Conditional Conditional Conditional
Flag state of vessel Required Required Required Required
International radio call signal Conditional Required Non-required Conditional
Information on export/re-exporter  Required Required Required Required
Information on importer Required Required Required Required

What Product type Required Required Required Required
Species name (3 alpha code) Required Required Required Conditional
Estimated live weight Conditional Required Non-required Required
Processed weight Required Required Required Required
Declaration and authorisation of Conditional Required Conditional Conditional

trans-shipment at sea and in port

When Harvest date Required Required Required Required

Where Catch area Required Non-required Required Required
Authorisation to fish Conditional Required Conditional Required
Port of landing Required Non-required  Required Non-required
Processing locations Required Required Required Required

How Fishing methods Required Non-required Required Conditional

Note: Green is for required fields, red for non-required, and yellow for conditional fields (see appendix A).

https://haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/iuu-seafood-imports
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Scope and operational best practices
HREEASEARICETEIRRNTF9T1X

SCOPE % #iE

Species covered by the import control scheme g smsiEcsstziE

Import data captured in digital format S8 L TIES N BEA F—4

Authorities or stakeholders responsible for verification mg:rziE5u50
BRAT—IHRILE—

Risk assessment to target at-risk imports BIREDEVRAZTRET S
|) 25 5

Data exchange between market States HIEERTOTF—4%




‘Complementary developments

A SERTE R

> Monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS).

e Electronic log-books, VMS, AIS, human observers, electronic monitoring (EM)
> Accurate and verifiable information collected at the point of catch or harvest.
> Improved overall fisheries transparency

e Inline with the Global Charter for Fisheries Transparency*

B - 8- IEY (MCS)

BEFOT TV VMS(REIERS AT L) AIS(EEMMAEAEE) . A T H—nN— EFE=FJT (EM)
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~ Thank you for listening

Contact us:
tom.walsh@iuuwatch.eu
info@iuuwatch.eu
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