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In January 2026, following
control regulation, the ¢
catch certificate was e

the management of
™ catch certification s
CATCH".
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United States of America

The US introduced its own import control scheme—the
Seafood Import Monitoring Program—in 2016,
covering 1,100 species within 13 species groups that
were identified as the most vulnerable to IUU fishing
and seafood fraud.
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In 2022, Japan establ
scheme based on the

highest risk for IUU fishin
groups™ and the domestic ¢

* Squid, cuttlefish, pacific saucy, mackerel, and sardines:
counted as one species group.
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Beneflts of Import Control Schemes
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. Sustainable resource management 4. MEORSIELAREOERER
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3. Disincentivisation of human and labour rights abuses
4
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. Market integrity and consumer confidence /a/

. Increased coordination, cooperation, and accountability ’\? (7



Effectlveness of Import Control Rules
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e Conclusion 1: Increase the likelihood of
government and industry interests aligning

% itad

e Conclusion 2: CDS as a central component

Research and Evaluation of
Import Control Rules Designed
to Reduce lllegal, Unregulated,

e Conclusion 3: Shifts in cultural / political and Unreported Fishing
attitudes towards IUU fishing

e Conclusion 4: Systemic approach to assessing

proficiency of exporting country fisheries
management is needed SER BT LEEROAEO—BOTERESDHS
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« Comparative Study

HEBER

Import control schemes in major

e Updated report published on I[UUWatch.eu - April 2025 el mi ke ¢ unptindints &

an Unton, the

BETHR L7R— b (2025484 A [ IUUWatch.eu T4ABH)

e Key data elements (KDEs):
o Who, what, where, when, how

FET—HER(KDEs):

e Compares KDEs in: Who(EE?bf)~What({if"‘é%Where(EC'G)\
. When (LY D) . How(ED KSI2)
o European Union (EU) e
o United States LavSES
BX )t & (EU)

o Japan KE

: B
o Republic of Korea CREE (HE)

https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-

of-major-seafood-markets/


https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/
https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-of-major-seafood-markets/

17TDEET—2EFK (KDEs)

“17 Key Data Elements

Who, what, when, where, how - The baseline
Who(‘ﬁb‘) What(ﬂ"é) Where (ECT) . When(L\D) . How(ED KSIZ)— EAIFH

AR Lo
What = Who it When ~—
e Product type ® Vessel name e Eventdate
e Species name - ASFIS 3-Alpha Code e Unique vessel identifier (IMO number) - Bft
e Estimated live weight (kg) e Vesselflag
e Processed weight (kg) e International Radio Call Sign (IRCS) How IOF o1
e Transshipment: Declaration and e Information on exporter/re-exporter
authorisation of transshipment at sea, e Identify of import company e Fishing gear type or
IMO number and vessel master biaE catch method
information =° ®&4%17 i DEA #HAF (IMOES) . EEOBEE-LRESE
- faf@4 - ASFIS 3-Alphad—F A DEE
- HEAES (ke) <[EIFS BRI HFF S (IRCS)
ECT © MIREE (ke) HEBREEICETSIER
Where . ELEHOBL KT, IMOES. WEKR A RO B
e Catch area (with a clear distinction between the EEZ and the high seas) ..ayu i (it sie s kish e 24855 BIREIZ K 4))
e Authorisation to fish ,’ii#g
. oIk 15 (-j-;
e Portof landing TR
e Processing location



#£EB  Results

Er;:E4 (EU) The European Union

| Authorisation to fish
Catch area

| Estimated live weight
Event date
Fishing gear
Import company
IRCS
Port of landing
Processed weight
Processing location
Product type
(Re-)exporter
Species name
Transshipment information

B Complied with

I/l
Needs to be strengthened UNUIIAC) number
Vessel flag
. Not complied with | Vessel name

JHTE . RIRE THEINDITOKDEsDSL 131EH (77%) #ERLTHY.
2026551 108 IR IEEDEITICEY 17TIHB T RT(100%) [ZHIEKXFE
T RTORABIEKEDDE ALK R (LDOH DI FERL)
T4 )L (202641 B RELE)

> The EU is currently requiring 13
out of the 17 KDEs (77%)
recommended in this report but
from 10 January 2026, once the
updated legislation enters into
force, this will be improved to all
of the 17 recommended KDEs
(100%).

> All wild-caught seafood
imports (with some exceptions)

> Digitisation (January 2026)



L HBR Results

TA)HE%EE  The United States of America

Estimated live weight Catch area
IRCS Event date
Fishing gear

Impaort company
Authorisation to fish P
Transshipment information

Port of landing
Processed weight

UVIIMO numiber Processing location
Product type
_ _ (Re-lexparter
. Complied with -
Species name
MNeeds 1o be strengthened Viessel flag
. Mot complied with Vessel name
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*SIMP: IUURZE /K EMDBZEICREIEEEESN D 13FEFBDKEY XRIZ, BIARKRD
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> The US currently requests 12
out of the 17 KDEs (71%)
recommended in this report.

> SIMP establishes reporting and
record-keeping requirements for
imports of seafood products for
the 13 types of seafood
identified as the most vulnerable
to IUU fishing and/or seafood
fraud.



.’fa‘-‘% Results

Japan

Port of landing }—\‘
Fishing gear
IRCS v

Species name
UVI/IMO number

I Complied with
Needs to be strengthened
. Mot complied with

Authorisation to fish
Catch area

Estirmated live weight
Event date

Import company
Processed weight
Processing location
Product type
(Re-lexporter
Transshipment information
Vessel flag

Vessel name

IR, RS CHESIND17TDOKDESD S5 1218 H (71%) &K
FMASINDAH-a914H . B> < (Cololabis spp.) . H7\(Scomber spp.). 17>

(Sardinops spp.) #x %
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> Japan currently requests 12
out of the 17 KDEs (71%)
recommended in this report.

> Covers imported squid and
cuttlefish, Pacific saury
(Cololabis spp.), Mackerel
(Scomber spp.) and Sardine
(Sardinops spp.).

> Following a review of the
system in 2024, candidate
species for the first round of
coverage expansion were
identified.



%*% Results

Republic of Korea

Authorisation to fish
Catch area > As of October 2024, the
i dli igh . .
SR e Y Republic of Korea is currently
Fishing gear requiring all 17 KDEs (100%)
Import company . .
IRCS recommended in this report
Port of landing
Processed weight . .
Processing location > Covers imported pacific saury,
::‘::::m’; bobo croaker and longneck
Species name croaker caught by vessels over
C lied with Transshipment information
Bl Compiiedwi UVI/IMO number 20 tons
Needs to be strengthened Vessel flag
. Not complied with Vessel name
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FEFMAD B CCAMLR Cateh Do umssmiation Sehemas
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The Need for Harmonisation
‘ SRAFND HEME

Why harmonisation matters

Despite progress, there’s a growing risk of creating a patchwork of incompatible
systems. As more countries introduce catch documentation schemes, which are
increasingly digitised, diverging standards can lead to confusion, enforcement
gaps, impeded interoperability and exploitation by bad actors. Without
harmonisation, these systems are at risk of falling short—allowing IlUU-caught
seafood to slip through the cracks.
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United Kingdom

A1F¥YR

Authorisation to fish

Port of landing I

Catch area
Estimated live weight
Fishing gear Event date
IRCS / Import company
Species name Processed weight
UVI/IMO number Processing location
Product type

(Re-Jexporter
Transshipment information
Vessel flag

Vessel name

. Complied with
Needs to be strengthened
. Not complied with




Australia

A—RFS5Y7

Table 1 Proposed key data elements

Category  Key data elements Australia EU us Japan

Who Vessel name Required Required Required Required
Unique wessel identifier or IMO Conditional Conditional Conditional Conditional
Flag state of vessel Reguired Required Required Required
International radio call signal Conditional Required Mon-required  Conditional
Information on export/re-experter  Required Required Required Required
Infarmaticn on importer Required Required Required Required

What Product type Required Required Required Required
Species name (3 alpha code) Required Required Required Conditional
Estimated live weight Conditional Required Mon-required  Regquired
Processed weight Required Required Required Required
Declaration and authorisation of Conditional Required Conditional Conditional
trans-shipment at sea and in port

When Harvest date Required Required Required Required

Where Catch area Required Non-required  Required Required
Authorisation to fish Conditional Required Conditional Required
Port of landing Required Non-required  Required MNon-required
Processing locations Required Required Required Required

How Fishing methods Riquired Non-required  Required Conditional

Maote: Green i for required fields, red for non-required, and yellow for conditional fields (see appendix A).

https://haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/iuu-seafood-imports
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SCope and operational best practices

S RIE BB HRRFTSHT AR

Species covered by the import control scheme A smsiEcHRL2E

Import data captured in digital format SR LR R TR S B A T — 4

Authorities or stakeholders responsible for verification #&ifz#E545%0
BRAT—OHRILE—

Risk assessment to target at-risk imports BIREDBLMAZHRET S
YR 5

Data exchange between market States HIBERTO T —4%




Complementary developments

SR R

> Monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS).

e Electronic log-books, VMS, AlS, human observers, electronic monitoring (EM)
> Accurate and verifiable information collected at the point of catch or harvest.
> Improved overall fisheries transparency

e Inline with the Global Charter for Fisheries Transparency*

BoR- EE-I#EY (MCS)
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Contact us: S
tom.walsh@iuuwatch.eu -
info@iuuwatch.eu
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