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Living with the Ocean
Working toward sustainable fishery

Usufuku Honten Co., Ltd. 

CEO Sotaro Usui
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Usufuku Honten Co., Ltd
(Deep sea longline tuna fishery/port wholesaler/fresh fish wholesaler)

Founded in 1882 (142 years old this year)

Founded in the same year as the Bank of Japan, the Japan Fisheries 

Association, and the year that the construction of Sagrada Familia began.
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1932 Kesennuma, Miyagi prefecture, fish market in front of Usufuku Honten

Started out as a fish wholesaler

Second generation expanded 

into fishery management
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1972 1969 

1973 1978

Crab pot fishing Deep sea skipjack fishing

North sea salmon fishing Deep sea tuna fishing
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Shofuku Maru No. 1

Shofuku Maru No. 18 

Shofuku Maru No. 7 Shofuku Maru No. 8 

Shofuku Maru No. 38 Shofuku Maru No. 58 Shofuku Maru No. 88 

Deep sea longline tuna fishing vessels: Shofuku Maru
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Matsushima Fish Market
1st August 1997: Opened a direct sales outlet in Matsushima, 

known for having one of the three most scenic views of Japan
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A turning point



14:46 on 11th March 2011

The Great East Japan 

Earthquake and Tsunami
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Energy

Food

˲ Human connections

ךּ ễ כֿ
Three things that the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami 

taught us are important



What is our role as survivors

To convey the importance of food, 

and to transform Japanôs fisheries into a growing 
industry with a bright future, once again. 
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Efforts of Usufuku Honten
Passing on Japanôs fisheries to the next generation

Transform fishery into a more attractive industry

Conduct thorough resource management, and acquire eco-labels

Convey the importance of food
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Transform fishery into a
more attractive industry
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We built a ship that is not only functional as a fishing vessel, 
but one that is comfortable, well designed, 

and that the younger generation will want to sail on.

After the earthquake and tsunami 
we built a new vessel



Concept

ά!ǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ

A vessel that puts crew first, is safe, and is as 
easy to work and live on as if on land
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Oki Sato
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Keita Aono
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ʝ ʸ Shofuku maru No.1
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